— Young Player Umpire Accreditation:
Information for Candidates (YPUA2) —
Introduction
The Hockey Young Player Umpire Accreditation is for young people aged between 8 and 13 years of age. It’s new, it’s fun, it’s challenging and it could lead you into the national hockey programme. Want to know more… read on!
What’s it about?
The Young Player Umpire Accreditation is based on Mini Hockey (the 7-a-side hockey game). It’s all about learning the Rules in a fun environment, being conﬁdent and understanding the role of the hockey umpire and then taking up the challenge and blowing the whistle in a Mini Hockey game. Think you can do it?
How does it work?
There are 3 levels to the Young Player Umpire Accreditation. They are:
• Bronze
• Silver 
• Gold
The Accreditation is yours when you have successfully completed all 3 levels.
What does each level involve?

• Bronze
This is the ﬁrst level, and it involves you learning the Rules of Mini Hockey and the role and signals of the umpires. You will attend a 1- hour Course with a group of young umpires.
• Silver 
This level involves putting your new skills and knowledge to the test! There are 2 parts to the silver level:
• Silver Part 1 takes place on the hockey pitch and it involves 30 minutes of practical demonstrations. Your course leader/coach will point out and explain all of the pitch markings, demonstrate positioning and mobility in open play and explain how the umpires work together as a team - helping each other to help the game from the ﬁrst whistle to the very last. You will practise  these skills and positions throughout the session.
• Silver Part 2 involves you returning to the classroom and completing a 30-minute examination paper. Don’t panic…it’s fun, it’s not too difﬁcult and most important of all, it leads you towards the ultimate level…Gold. (The pass mark for this examination paper is 15 out of 20.)
• Gold
This is the ultimate level of the Young Player Umpire Accreditation. This is where all your skills are pulled together and you umpire your ﬁrst full game of Mini Hockey.  The game will be in two halves (12 minutes each half). You’ll umpire with another young umpire on the Course and you’ll be supervised and assessed by the Course Leader/Coach who will be at the side of the pitch throughout the game.
You will need to demonstrate your understanding and application of the Rules, be mobile, work as a team with your fellow umpire, and most important of all, make accurate decisions, awarding appropriate penalties and concentrating at all times
And when all of that is done?
That’s it! You’ve completed all 3 levels of the Course and your Course Leader/Coach will now ask you to complete a Course Completion Form and present you with your Young Player Umpire Accreditation Badge, Certiﬁcate and whistle…well done!

