
A bronze medal
in a golden year:
K e r i - A n n e
P a y n e took third
place in the
800m freestyle
at the E u ro p e a n
J u n i o r
C h a m p i o n s h i p s
in Austria,
behind Yana
Tolkatcheva of
Russia (left) and
Reka Nagy of
H u n g a r y
(middle). Only
0 . 8 3 s e c
separated the
three of them at
the finish 

I LEARNED TO swim at the age of two and joined my

older brother who trained at Ellis Park Swimming Po o l

in Johannesburg. I still keep in touch with my coach in

South Africa to this day. After moving to England I joined

Rochdale’s Aquabears and get on well with my coach

Dave Crouch. He’s got me to where I am now.

A fter last year’s National Age Group Championships

I was told of my selection to the British team for the

Fo u r-Nations in Italy in December. I was only to swim in

the relays but it was my first international competition.

We won the 4 x 200m freestyle and took bronze in the 

4 x 100m.Then I was invited to join a Training Camp for

long distance swimmers on the Sunshine Coast of

Australia in Fe b r u a ry. This was a good experience for me

as I got to swim with Rebecca Cooke who’s now the

400m and 800m Commonwealth champion. 

I swam the 400m and 4 x 200m freestyle in the Six

Nations Juniors in Glasgow. I was in the first 400m heat

so I had to swim my own race and

just get as good a time as I could. 

I won my heat in 4min 21.49sec, a

personal best. Watching the last

heat, I knew I’d won the gold medal

with 10m still to go. I’d hoped for a

medal, but I didn’t expect gold. We

won the relay, too.

Then came the Commonwealth

Trials at Manchester. I had a great

swim in the 800m with a PB of

8min 55.31sec. I couldn’t match

that in the final on the same night,

but still I’d made the European

Junior Championships team.

I was invited to a Distance

Swimming Camp in Manchester

during May, where I met the senior

swimmers for the first time. I seemed to get on well with

them all, but I had to leave early for the World Schools

Games in Caen. I only managed 4min 25sec in the

heats of the 400m freestyle, but I won the final in a new

World School Record of 4min 17.54sec. I was really

n e rvous because I was up against the world’s top under-

18 athletes. Winning this really boosted my confidence.

Next event was the European Junior Championships

in Austria in July. I’d been training hard for the 800m,

but Jo Jackson took sick and I took her place in the 

4 x 200m. I swam the anchor leg in a PB of 2min

03.84sec, the team taking third place. I was also third

in the 800m with another PB – 8min 44.47sec.

I came back from Austria to prepare for the National

Age Groups, but I was invited to go with some of the

Commonwealth swimmers to the Greek Nationals and

then to Cyprus for a training camp. This was exciting. I

entered the 200m, 400m and 800m freestyle. I did a

PB in the 400m freestyle with 

4min 17.34sec and swam the

800m in 8min 42.89sec. I had a

really great time there.

At Cambridge for the British

S h o rt Course Championships I

swam the 200m IM in 2min 21.54

sec, finishing ninth overall but first

in the juniors. The next day I was

first in the juniors and second

overall in the 800m and my time

qualified me for the European short

course Championships in

D e c e m b e r. On day three I got

another qualifying time in the

400m free, winning gold in the

juniors. At 14 it’s just been an

amazing year for me.
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THE RISING STAR FROM ROCHDALE
A l f red Tu rner Aw a rd DAPHNE GEER
Daphne joined the Royal Tunbridge Wells Monson

Swimming Club in 1946 and has been a member ever

since. She was a regular member of the club’s diving

team, which won the Kent Diving League on a number

of occasions, and competed until the mid 1960s. She

was still in her late teens when she took her first

administrative post in the club, later becoming club

S e c r e t a ry. Daphne joined the Kent County ASA

Executive in 1967 and in 1971 was appointed

Championships Honorary Secretary, a post she held

until 1977 when she stepped down to be Assistant

Championships Secretary until 1984.

When Crystal Palace opened in 1964 Daphne

w o r ked as Chaperone at the many training camps held

there, working initially as Referee’s Clerk at the

Southern Counties Championships. In 1971 she start e d

international duties as Chaperone to the GB Junior team

for the European Championships in Gothenburg, later

becoming Chaperone for Olympic, World, European and

Commonwealth Championship teams. In 1976 she was

the GB Team Manager at the Six Nations event in

S w e d e n. It’s believed this was the first time a woman

had been appointed to manage a full GB team.

Daphne was elected as President of Kent County ASA

in 1974. She holds an ASA Teachers Certificate and has

been a swimming official for more than 25 years. If you

ask Daphne the most memorable moments of her years

in swimming, two in particular come to her mind. The

first was seeing David Wilkie receive his gold medal at

the 1976 Olympic Games, the second when Suki

Brownsdon won selection for the 1980 Moscow

Olympic team. Like Daphne, Suki was taught to swim at

the RTWM club, and was coached by Daphne’s

husband Mick. Daphne is still very active in swimming

as an official and committee member and was elected to

the Presidency of Kent for the second time in 1990 to

mark her dedication to the sport and her tireless serv i c e

to Kent County ASA.

H a rold Fern Aw a rd DR DAVID HUNT
Born in 1932, David Hunt qualified at the London

Hospital in 1958 and was a GP for 37 years and a tutor

in General Practice from 1971 to 1992. His interest in

swimming began when his children joined a swimming

club and he got involved in assisting poolside. He was a

founder member of Rykneld SC in 1972 and acted as

club coach in the early years before concentrating on

officiating and tutoring of would-be officials.

In 1972 he became a member of Derbyshire ASA

and was President in 1984 and a Life Member in 1999.

David acted as secretary to a number of committees

including Fixtures, Open Water and Swimming Officials.

While acting as Swimming Officials secretary he devised

a course for candidates taking their referees

e x a m i n a t i o n, which now forms the basis of the ASA

Swimming Officials annual course.

David’s ASA appointments are, quite literally, too

numerous to mention. He joined the ASA Medical Pa n e l

in 1979, was Secretary of the Medical Advisory

Committee on its formation, becoming Chairman in

2001, and he has also served as Secretary of the

ASFGB Medical Committee. As Medical Officer to

various ASA and GB teams from 1985 to 1997, he has

been involved in two Olympic Games, two

Commonwealth Games and five European

Championships. Much in demand as a speake r, he

addressed the FINA World Medical Congress at

Gothenburg on treatment and prevention of masters

swimmers’ medical problems, while earlier this year he

s p o ke at the FINA Congress in Moscow on medical

problems in open water competitions.

The Alfred Turner
Award is a fitting
tribute to the four
decades of
service that twice
President of Kent
County ASA and
a former national
team manager
Daphne Geer
has given to the
s p o r t

The Harold Fern
Award was made
to Dr David
H u n t, former
President of the
Derbyshire ASA,
Chairman of the
ASA Medical
A d v i s o r y
Committee and
deviser of referee
c o u r s e s
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DESERVING WINNERS

Keri-Anne Payne
LO N G D I S TA N C EP O T E N T I A L

4 Nations Mestre, Italy
1 s t 4 x 200m free re l a y
3 r d 4 x 100m free re l a y

6 Nations G l a s g o w
1 s t 400m fre e 4 : 2 1 : 4 9
1 s t 4 x 200m free re l a y

World Schools Games Caen, France
1 s t 400m fre e 4 : 1 7 : 5 4

E u ropean Juniors Linz, Austria
3 r d 800m fre e 8 : 4 4 : 4 7
3 r d 4 x 200m free re l a y

G reek Nationals A t h e n s
1 s t 800m fre e 8 : 4 2 : 9 8
2 n d 400m fre e 4 : 1 7 : 3 4
6 t h 200m fre e 2 : 0 6 : 1 7

KERI-ANNE’S CONQUESTS


