South West Athletics Conference 6th May 06 – Summary of Funding Workshop

How can we increase £161,000 funding from England Athletics to the 7 Counties in the SW Region? Can we use some of this as ‘matched funding’ to obtain grants & bids from other funders. Active Sports funding has now disappeared & is included in the SW Athletics budget. The current SW Athletics regional budget is linked to achieving ‘Key Performance Indicators’ set by England Athletics in conjunction with SW Athletics Regional Board. If the KPI’s are achieved will this provide SW Region to apply for more funding? 

There are 130 sports clubs in the SW Region – how can they be supported to increase their resources & improve their facilities? These resources include training of coaches & officials, equipment for participants, providing support/subsidies for transport to competitions & even peripatetic specialist coaching.

There are many funders & sponsors who can provide the resources these clubs need – waiting to be asked or to receive an application. The challenge is to try to match the diverse needs of these clubs with appropriate funders who can support them. 

One solution is to give the Clubs opportunities to become more aware of where they can obtain funding & more tangible support. The aim is to also help them be more ‘pro-active finding funds & potential sponsors by enabling them to seek free advice from local Funding Advisers.

Local Sports Clubs can also achieve increased income themselves for instance by asking adult members to ‘Gift Aid’ their subscriptions this can benefit the Club by reclaiming up to 25% tax from the Inland Revenue. These Local Clubs can also look for ‘partnership opportunities’ with other local neighbouring sports clubs (+ in different sports). For example………. Why don’t Athletics clubs encourage rugby players to train in track & field events in their close season during the Summer? 

Funders like to encourage partnership working as it makes their funds stretch further!!!!! So can smaller & larger focus Clubs be more supportive to each other rather than competing for the same athletes & funds? Alternatively can smaller clubs combine to work in partnership as Composite Clubs for both activities & fund raising?

So what are the priorities for fundraising, seeking sponsorship & tangible support at your Club?

I attach details of some ‘fundraising tips’ & hope this encourages more clubs to enquire about funding by completing the attached funding search checklist & emailing it to Sonya Ellis – SW Regional Athletics Manager.

Neil Parsley – Funding Adviser to SW Athletics
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